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minous plant with clusters of large Cassia-like
flowers of a rich purple colour. Once I found a
number of small Anonaceous trees of the genus
Polyalthea, producing a most striking effect in
the gloomy forest shades. They were about thirty
feet high, and their slender trunks were covered
with large star-like crimson flowers, which clus-
tered over them like garlands, and resembled
some artificial decoration more than a natural
product.
The forests abound with gigantic trees with
cylindrical buttressed, or furrowed stems, while
occasionally the traveller comes upon a wonder-
ful fig-tree, whose trunk is itself a forest of
stems and aerial roots. Still more rarely are
found trees which appear to have begun growing
in mid-air, and from the same point send out
wide-spreading branches above and a complicated
pyramid of roots descending for seventy or eighty
feet to the ground below, and so spreading on
every side, that one can stand in the very centra
with the trunk of the tree immediately over-
head* Trees of this character are found all over
the Archipelago. I believe that they originate
as parasites, from seeds carried by birds and
dropped in the fork of some lofty tree* Hence
descend aerial roots, clasping and ultimately dc*
stroying the supporting tree, which is in time en-
tirely replaced by the humble plant which was
at first dependent upon it* Thus we have an,